

Welcome Class of 2024!!
Principal: Dr. Lisa Karcinski


Assistant Principal: Amanda Jenkins-Austin
Assistant Principal: Erin Verhelst-Wagner


Assistant Principal: Thomas O’Brien
Assistant Principal: Renee Green


Ocoee High 
School 


Reminders:
- Schedules are on Skyward
- Parents need hanger tags to drop 


off/pick-up students - these are 
available in front of Student 
Services







Counselors
Ms. Julie Stallings


Counselor AICE A-Ra
Room 810


Ms. Caitlin Diaz
Counselor AICE Re-Z; A-Cha


Room 807


Ms. Nadia Morel
Counselor Che-G


Room 808


Ms. Worrell-Davis
Counselor H-Mc


Room 809


Ms. Nikea Coffee
Counselor Me- Rom


Room 813


Dr. Summer Lynum-Spencer
Counselor Roq-Z


Room 814


Ms. Shasaree Hendricks
College and Career Specialist


Room 802


Ms. Erin Wolfgramm
College and Career Specialist


Room 802







Student Services Support Team
Ms. Rima Rabieh


Academic Dean/504 
Coordinator


Room 811


Mr. Lloyd Ryan
Behavior Specialist


Room 117


Ms. Karen Moore
Career Specialist


Room 620B


Ms. Donisha Dancy
ECS (ESOL Support)


Room 563


Ms. Tanuja PawPaw
ESE Staffing Specialist


Room 116


Ms. Jennifer O’Brien
Records Clerk


Student Services


Ms. Irma Montalvo
Registrar


Room 805


Ms. Cathy Edwards-Lee
SAFE Coordinator


Room 115


Ms. Chiquitta McNeil
Social Worker-


Mental Health Services
Room 806


Ms. Jennifer Grow
Testing Coordinator


Room 211







Principal & Assistant Principals
Mrs. Amanda Jenkins-Austin


Room 812
Mrs. Erin Verhelst-Wagner


Room 519


Mr. Thomas O’Brien
Room 620


Mrs. Renee Green
Room 552


Dr. Lisa Karcinski
Room 106







Deans
Mr. Willie Anderson


Columbia Dean: Me-Z
Room 552


Mr. Pernell Croskey
Harvard Dean: AICE A-Ra; 


Che-G
Room 402


Mr. Carl Holden
Yale Dean: AICE Re-Z; A-Cha; 


H-Mc
Room 620


Ms. Monique Morris
Attendance Dean


Room 519







Graduation Requirements


● 4 English
● 4 Math
◦ Algebra 1 (1 credit)
◦ Geometry (1 credit)


● 3 Science
◦ Biology (1 credit)


● 3 Social Studies
◦World History (1 credit) 
◦ US History (1 credit)
◦ American Gov/Economics          


(0.5 credits/ 0.5 credits) 
● 1 Fine Art/Performing Art
● 1 HOPE
● 8 Electives


● 2.0 unweighted cumulative GPA
● Pass Reading FSA as a 10th grader


○ Or achieve concordant score of              
SAT EBRW 480+ OR                                         
ACT Average Reading & English 18+


● Pass Algebra 1 EOC
○ Or achieve concordant score of 


PSAT/NMSQT 430+, SAT Math 420+,       
ACT Math 16+, OR FSA Geometry EOC 499


● Take Biology, Geometry, and US History 
EOC for 30% of final grade


Credits     GPA and Tests


*Note: Foreign Language is not required to graduate, 
however it is required for the Bright Futures 
Scholarship and acceptance to 4-year universities.







Always check your HS Transcript and check in with your counselor for graduation status!!


Graduation Status Check
● Seniors meet one-on-one with their counselor in September.
● The counselors will review the student’s current transcript and 


credits earned with the student to ensure the student is on 
track for graduation.


● Senior transcripts are printed and passed out twice per year 
(once in the Fall and in the Spring).


● Students should review them with their parents and let the 
counselor know ASAP of any issues.







SAT/ACT


SAT (www.collegeboard.com) ACT (www.actstudent.org)


August 26, 2023 September 9, 2023


October 7, 2023 October 28, 2023


November 4, 2023 December 9, 2023


December 2, 2023 February 10, 2024


March 9, 2024 April 13, 2024


May 4, 2024 June 8, 2024


June 1, 2024 July 13, 2024


Approaching Late Registration 
Deadline: August 15th ($30 fee)


Approaching Late Registration 
Deadline: August 18th ($36 fee)


*Please Note: Students that are missing a test score requirement must sit for 3 
consecutive SATURDAY SAT/ACT exams to be eligible for any Senior activities







Senior Year Timeline


Aug Sept Oct Nov   Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July


Decisions & FinAid 
Packages start arriving


Seniors begin to meet 
with Counselor


Application 
Season Begins
August 1


Final 
Application 
Deadlines May 1


National 
Decision 
Deadline


FAFSA Opens &
Submit Florida 
Financial Aid 
Application
December 1


Early/Priority 
Deadlines Begin


Request LOR 
(if needed)


Submit Last 
Minute 
Rolling 
Admission 
Applications


Request Final 
Transcript be 
sent to school 
attending


GRADUATION!


BF & CSS
Profile Opens
October 1







Finding Your Fit
Things to consider when researching colleges


● Campus Culture
● Location
● College Size
● Programs/Majors
● 4-year Graduation Rate
● Internship Opportunities
● Cost and Financial Aid
● Campus Facilities
● Clubs and Sports


What from this list is important to you?  Let this drive your search.


College Research Tools


● CollegeBoard
● BigFuture



https://www.collegeboard.org/

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/





Finding Your Fit Academically
Your Transcript, Grade Point Average, SAT/ACT scores are also important 
to consider when researching colleges.


*It is important to note that while some schools use only GPA and Test 
Scores to determine admission, there are many schools use a holistic 
approach to the admissions process.  With that said, other factors like 
being first generation, income status, essays, school profile, etc. play a 
part in admissions.







College Admissions Trends


Test Optional


● Yes, it really does mean test 
optional
○ You can still send scores if you 


feel they will benefit your 
application


● Talk with us before sending any 
scores to determine if it would 
benefit your application


● List of Test Optional Schools 


More Weight Placed On


● Essays and Supplemental 
Questions
○ If the essay is optional … do it


● Resume
● Letters of Recommendation 


(LOR)
● Rigor of Courses
● Holistic Review



https://www.fairtest.org/university/optional





Create Your College List Early


Should include REACH, MATCH, and SAFETY schools
• REACH = schools where your academic qualifications are 


below the average accepted student.


• MATCH = schools where your transcript mirrors that of the 
average freshman admit


• SAFETY = schools where your academic qualifications 
exceed those of the average accepted student







Technical College
Application for Orange Technical College (OTC) will open in the spring for graduating seniors.  Pay close 


attention to REMIND and OCPS email for updates.


OTC is home to dozens of career training programs for very low cost


*click the icons to learn more about each program


Click here to view over 30 OTC program videos



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmuee7SeOTsR7Z_cvtWzN2oc_dZc9a878

https://www.orangetechcollege.net/programs/apprenticeship

https://www.orangetechcollege.net/programs/career_certificates

https://www.orangetechcollege.net/programs/continuing_education

https://www.orangetechcollege.net/programs/skills_based_training





Community College


● FL Community Colleges
● High School Diploma required to enroll
● SAT/ACT not required
● Complete application any time 


○ Best to complete early (November)  to be considered for scholarships (Valencia Bridges, Valencia Honors 
College, Valencia Foundation Scholarship, Seminole State College Wayne Densch Scholarship, etc.)


● Students not admitted to their first choice or not receiving sufficient financial aid may attend 
and transfer with higher acceptance rates to state colleges and universities


Benefits
● Smaller class sizes
● Cheaper tuition
● Allows time to take general education requirements before choosing a major
● Various career programs like Computer Science, Culinary Arts, Game Design, Cosmetology, 


Health Services, etc.
● Can earn your Associate of Arts Degree and transfer to complete your Bachelors Degree at a 


four year college



https://www.stateofflorida.com/community-colleges/





State University System
● 12 Public FL State Universities
● Application deadlines vary (FSU & UF are November 1)
● Should submit all FL state applications by November 1 to be considered for school based scholarships
● All require you to report grades one of two ways


○ Official Transcript - request here
■ Transcripts should only be sent to a school that you have submitted an application to


○ Self-Reported Academic Record (SSAR) - how to complete the SSAR
● Make sure to send any official transcripts from your Dual Enrollment college if applicable


Admission
State Universities have a competitive selection process.  To be eligible for admission to a state university, a student 
must meet these minimum requirements:
Earn a standard high school diploma with a  minimum 2.5 GPA in 18 core academic courses which are:


● 4 courses in English (at least three with substantial writing)
● 4 courses in Math (Algebra 1 and higher level courses)
● 3 courses in Natural Science (at least two with a lab)
● 3 courses in Social Studies
● 2 courses in the same Foreign Language
● 2 additional academic credits


Even  students who meet the minimum requirements may not gain admission to the school of their choice because of 
limited space. 



https://www.flbog.edu/universities/

https://www.flbog.edu/

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_mJ76mBg6BciRGBCzqm5pjzTsQtJds6E4bIIaktUNbS_jPQ/viewform

https://ssar.selfreportedtranscript.com/Login.aspx





State University System
Average Freshman Profile - see more detailed information about admissions criteria by university.


University Middle Range 
SAT


Middle Range 
ACT


Middle Range 
GPA


Application Type


Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University 
(FAMU)


1110 18 3.7 Institutional Online Application


Florida Atlantic University (FAU) 1090 - 1260 22 - 28 3.7 - 4.3 Institutional Online Application, Common Application


Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU) 1090 - 1240 21 - 27 3.75 - 4.52 Institutional Online Application, Common Application


Florida International University (FIU) 1250 - 1380 26 - 30 4.2 - 4.7 Institutional Online Application


Florida Polytechnic University 1290 - 1410 27 - 32 4.0 - 4.7 Institutional Online Application, Common Application


Florida State University (FSU) 1300 - 1430 29 - 32 4.3 - 4.6 Institutional Online Application, Common Application, 
Coalition Application


New College of Florida 1110 - 1320 22 - 29 3.8 - 4.4 Institutional Online Application, Common Application


University of Central Florida (UCF) 1250 - 1370 26 - 30 3.9 - 4.4 Institutional Online Application, Common Application


University of Florida (UF) 1370 - 1500 31 - 34 4.4 - 4.6 Common Application, Coalition Application


University of North Florida (UNF) 1135 24 3.60 - 4.39 Institutional Online Application, Common Application


University of South Florida (USF) 1240 - 1390 27 - 31 4.0 - 4.5 Institutional Online Application, Common Application, 
Coalition Application


University of West Florida (UWF) 1050 - 1220 21 - 27 3.5 - 4.18 Institutional Online Application, Common Application



https://www.flbog.edu/universities/

https://www.floridashines.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=176b1df6-f7f5-9ba6-7fca-912741e5cac8

https://courses.flvc.org/College/Florida-A-And-M

https://courses.flvc.org/College/Florida-A-And-M

https://courses.flvc.org/College/Florida-Atlantic

https://courses.flvc.org/College/Florida-Gulf-Coast

https://courses.flvc.org/College/Florida-International

https://courses.flvc.org/College/FLPolytechnic

https://courses.flvc.org/College/Florida-State

https://courses.flvc.org/College/New-College

https://courses.flvc.org/College/Central-Florida

https://courses.flvc.org/College/Florida

https://courses.flvc.org/College/University-North-Florida

https://courses.flvc.org/College/USF

https://courses.flvc.org/College/West-Florida





Private & Out of State University Admission
● Private and Out of State Universities vary on requirements and application 


portals
○ Examples: Common App, Coalition App, Common Black Application (HBCUs), ApplyTexas, etc.


● Many use a holistic review 
○ Extracurricular activities, portfolios, auditions, and letters of recommendations play a more 


important role.


● The most used application portal for private schools is …
○ Common Application!
○ More than 900 colleges use this portal
○ If school offers multiple options - only choose ONE application
○ If you are already using Common Application for other schools, it is recommended that you keep 


with that







Application Types & Deadlines
Type of Application Binding? Details


Regular Decision (RD) No. Due Nov. 30 - Feb. 1. Most students should use Regular Decision.


Priority Deadline No. Earlier than RD, often used to screen for scholarships along with application 
review.


Rolling Admissions No. Accepts applicants anytime throughout the cycle. Often will provide a decision 
within 4-8 weeks of a completed app.


Early Action (EA) No. Due Oct. 15 – Nov. 15. Receive decision back earlier than RD pool of 
applicants.


Single Choice/
Restrictive Early Action


No. Often due Nov. 1. Choose only one campus to apply with early deadline; all 
others must be RD applications.


Early Decision (ED) YES. BINDING AGREEMENT. Usually Oct. 15 – Nov. 15th deadline. If accepted, 
student is required to attend. Parent, student, and counselor signs 
contract before submitting. Can apply to other schools non-binding, but 
only one Early Decision.


Drawbacks & Benefits of Early Applications



https://professionals.collegeboard.org/guidance/applications/early





Personal Statements/Essays
● Personal statements should be crafted in the students own voice, using concrete 


examples to support the points made.
● The statement is presenting an overall picture that cannot be found elsewhere in 


the application.
● Do not just repeat information that is already included, such as listing 


extracurricular activities.
● Save all work & ask 2 trusted proofreaders (one should be your English teacher!)
● Resources:


○ https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/essays/tips-for-writing-an-effective-application-
essay-college-admissions


○ www.collegeessayguy.com 



https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/essays/tips-for-writing-an-effective-application-essay-college-admissions

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/essays/tips-for-writing-an-effective-application-essay-college-admissions

http://www.collegeessayguy.com





College Admissions Reminders
● There is no “magic formula” for getting into colleges.


○ No single factor is the reason why a particular student is admitted.  The college is looking to fit its own 
criteria each year.


● Colleges receive more applications than available spaces, so even highly qualified 
applicants may be denied.


● Not being admitted is NOT a reflection of an applicant's worth or ability nor is it a 
prediction of future success.


Suggestions to minimize stress and increase success:


● Apply to colleges that are a good fit for you in multiple ways
● Use a calendar or spreadsheet to set goals and alerts for deadlines
● Utilize the many resources available to you - ask questions!
● Take care of yourself - take breaks, don’t compare yourself to friends







Resources & Staying Informed
● REMIND
● OCPS Email - be sure to monitor this daily 


○ Star emails from Wolfgramm, Hendricks, Rabieh, 
and your Counselor


○ There will be a lot of information shared but it is 
ALL important


● SkyWard - monitor your grades
● Ocoee CCC Instagram & Ocoee HS Instagram


○ @ocoee_ccc
○ @ocoeehighschool
○ @ocoeeseniors


● Canvas
● Events & Workshops







Cost & Financial Aid


➔ Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) Will be available in December 2023 
(recommended to submit at the same time as your first college application) 
◆ First come, first serve. When funds are depleted, no more awards are given out.


➔ 2023-2024 - CSS/Financial Aid Profile used by many institutions to award institutional 
financial aid, becomes available Oct. 1, 2023
◆ Confirm whether any of your colleges require it (link above has a list of colleges)


➔ Florida Financial Aid Application used to award financial aid for Florida institutions. 
Should submit by December 1, 2023


➔ Connect with College Financial Aid Offices & Applications
➔ Private Scholarships - utilize OHS CC Scholarship Spreadsheet
➔ Resources – including net costs and calculators:


◆ College Board 
◆ College Navigator 



http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/

https://profile.collegeboard.org/profile/ppi/participatingInstitutions.aspx

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPHome/SAPHome?url=home

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/pay/index.html

http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/





IMPORTANT:
Students are 
required to 
submit an 


application!!!  


You are not 
automatically 
awarded the 


bright futures 
scholarship.


Florida Academic Scholars 
(100% tuition and 
applicable fees)


Florida Medallion Scholars 
(75% tuition and applicable 
fees)


Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (for career 
education or certificate programs)


16 core courses (including 
Foreign Language)


16 core courses (including 
Foreign Language)


16 core courses (HOPE and Fine Art)
Minimum of three Career and Technical 
Education credits in one vocational program 


3.5 BF weighted GPA
● Only core academics and 


foreign language
● Honors/AP/AICE/DE are 


given an addt’l 0.5 points


3.0 BF weighted GPA
● Only core academics and 


foreign language
● Honors/AP/AICE/DE are 


given an addt’l 0.5 points


3.0 BF weighted GPA in core courses
3.5 un-weighted GPA in three vocational 
courses


1340 SAT OR
29 ACT


1210 SAT OR
25 ACT


•SAT: Reading 24, Writing & Language 25, Math 24
•ACT: English 17, Reading 19, Math 19     
•PERT: Reading 106, Writing 103, Math 114


100 Community Service Hrs 75 Community Service Hrs 30 Community Service Hrs


Bright Futures Scholarship







Scholarship Opportunities


College Board Opportunity Scholarship - multiple scholarship drawings
QuestBridge National Match Scholarship - full scholarship


Cameron Impact Scholarship - full scholarship
Gates Scholarship - full scholarship


Jack Kent Cooke Scholarship - up to $40,000
Coca-Cola Scholarship - $20,000


Jackie Robinson Scholarship - $30,000
Dream Scholarship - for DACA, TPS, undocumented students


Foot Locker Scholar Athlete Scholarship - $20,000
Raise.Me - microscholarships



https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/bigfuture-scholarships#

https://apply.questbridge.org/apply/

https://www.bryancameroneducationfoundation.org/scholarshipcholarship

https://www.thegatesscholarship.org/scholarship

https://www.jkcf.org/our-scholarships/

https://www.coca-colascholarsfoundation.org/apply/

https://www.jackierobinson.org/apply/

http://www.thedream.us/scholarships/national-scholarship/

https://www.footlockerscholarathletes.com/

https://www.raise.me/#





Ocoee High School 
Financial Aid Knight


Tentative Date:
September 26th







Athletics in College?
➔ Keep your Counselor in the loop - communicate your plans with them!


◆ Your Counselor must ensure your transcript is completely accurate 
BEFORE you provide it to a coach, team, or ANYONE affiliated 
with colleges.


➔ Must register with NCAA Eligibility Center
➔ Different requirements 


◆ Division 1 Eligibility 
◆ Division 2 Eligibility


➔  GPA matters!  
◆ Your GPA will be recalculated using the NCAA core course 


requirements
◆ Utilize the NCAA Sliding Scale to see how your recalculated GPA 


aligns
● Division 1 Sliding Scale
● Division 2 Sliding Scale


➔ Keep in constant contact with coaches at interested schools
➔ Register with the NCAA Eligibility Center



https://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/play-division-i-sports

https://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/play-division-ii-sports

https://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/test-scores

http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Student_Resources/DI_ReqsFactSheet.pdf

http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Student_Resources/DII_ReqsFactSheet.pdf

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/





Military
Air Force
Recruiter: Timothy Sutch
407-352-2202


Army
Recruiter: Fatima Arvelo
270-748-9238


Marines
Recruiter: Edgar Garcia
321-436-0489


Navy
Recruiter: Pastrana
407-285-7550


Coast Guard
Recruiter: Monika Gogola
407-271-1859


ASVAB Testing will be available in the Fall - check REMIND/OCPS 
email for updates


Take the time to prepare for the ASVAB now!







● Community Service Plan can be found on guidance web page.
● Includes examples of plans
● All hours MUST be turned in by Graduation. 


**Documenting hours for NHS/SGA/Other Clubs 
and for Guidance are different.**


**You must submit your hours to both Guidance 
and NHS/SGA/Other Clubs separately.**


Community Service Plans







Ms. Sha Hendricks Ms. Whitney Robertson


Senior Class Sponsors







Senior Parking Painting
September 23, 8AM-1PM


Cap and Gown Assembly
October 6


Cap and Gown Ordering
October 13 @ Lunch in Cafeteria
October 14 (Saturday) 10AM-1PM in Media Center


Senior Shirt Pick-Up 
*Must have 17 of required 24 credits, 2.0 unweighted GPA, AND passed both tests*
Dates October 12&13 Lunch


Announcements







❖ Parking Spot: ≈$75
❖ Senior Parking Painting- Paint and Materials: ≈$100 (optional)
❖ SAT: ≈$55/examination
❖ ACT: ≈$60/examination
❖ College Application Fees: ≈Varies from $25.00 to $75.00 each
❖ Yearbook: $60, $70, $80 pre-order, $85 when they come in
❖ Senior Salutations for Yearbook: $100-$400 (optional)
❖ Homecoming Dance: ≈$30-$45 (Dinner and Clothes not included $$$)
❖ Senior Panoramic: ≈$25
❖ Cap & Gown: Minimum $55 (Varies on order placed)
❖ Grad Bash: ≈$100
❖ Prom: ≈$90 (Dinner/Clothing not included $$$)


        ≈ Average cost for Senior year is about $735.00  (cost will vary)
                              Senior Year Experience = Priceless!


$$$   Typical Senior Year Purchases   $$$







Cost:
● $60 ($25 discount) Now - October 4
● $70 ($15 discount) October 5 - January 2
● $80 ($5 discount) January 3 - April 3
● $85 (full price) April 4 - End of School Year
Purchase through
● Yearbookforever.com
● Schoolpay.com
● Cash/Check in room 536 (Only if Necessary)


Senior Ads:


Yearbook


Ms. Latosha Bolden
Room 536


Latosha.Bolden@ocps.net


Size Color B/W
Full $295 $247


½ Page $198.55 $147.50
¼ Page $147.50 $98.35
⅛ Page $82 $59.10







● Attendance
○ Excused absence forms should be submitted within 48 hours of any absence to Ms. Bruton
○ Seniors with more than 14 unexcused absences in ANY period during the semester will be ineligible 


to participate in Senior activities
○ Failure to attend school can lead to truancy court and revocation of license


● Financial Obligations
○ Students must be in good financial standing in order to purchase a parking pass or participate in any 


ticketed events
○ Typical unmet obligations include textbook or library, digital device including unreturned laptop 


chargers or damaged laptops, class fees, etc.
● If attendance and financial requirements are not met, students will miss out on:


○ Homecoming
○ Prom
○ Grad Bash
○ Picking up Cap & Gown


Policies & Unpaid Obligations







Thank You for Coming!
If you have any questions, please contact your School Counselor or 


College and Career Specialist


Reminders:
- Schedules are on Skyward
- Parents need hanger tags to 


drop off/pick-up students - 
these are available in front of 
Student Services






